بِسۡمِ ٱللهِ ٱلرَّحۡمَـٰنِ ٱلرَّحِيمِ


Our goal at Masjid Salafus Saalih is to seek Allah’s Pleasure according to the Teachings that He sent His Messenger Muhammad (salallahu alaihi wa salam) with.
That we worship nothing or no one except Allah exclusively.  He is Alone, He has no associates, and we are not to set up any rivals with Him nor with His Legislation.
That we practice Al-Islam in every aspect of our life, and we restrict our practice of Al-Islam to following the Teachings, Practice, and Understanding of the Prophet Muhammad (salallahu alaihi wa salam) and his Companions.

QUALIFICATIONS FOR IMAM

Applicants for Imam of Masjid Salafus Saalih must have the following characteristics:

1. Legitimate Birth
A leader of the Muslims must be born to parents who were married at the time of conception.
The Imam is to be respected, obeyed, and followed.  Allah Commands us not to obey the following types of people (the Imam cannot possess any of these qualities):
Surah Al-Qalam
And obey you not everyone Hallaf Mahin (the one who swears much, and is a liar or is worthless). (Tafsir At-Tabari) (10) A slanderer, going about with calumnies, (11) Hinderer of the good, transgressor, sinful, (12) Cruel, and moreover baseborn (of illegitimate birth). (13) 

2. Circumcision
Male circumcision is among the rites of Islam and is part of the (in Arabic): fitrah, or the innate disposition and natural character and instinct of the human creation.
As-Shawkani said in his book Nayl al-Awtar (1/184): 
"What the Prophet (s.A.w.) means by Fitrah is that if these characteristics are followed by a man, he would be described as a man of Fitrah, which Allah (s.w.t.) has gifted his servants with, and encouraged them to follow, so that they attain a high degree of respectability and dignity." 
Prophet Muhammad (peace be upon him) said, "Five are the acts quite akin to fitrah:Circumcision, clipping or shaving the pubes, cutting the nails, plucking  or shaving the hair under the armpits and clipping (or shaving) the moustache." (Reported in  Bukhari & Muslim) 
Allah ordered Prophet Muhammad (peace be upon him) to follow the religion of Ibrahim (peace be upon him). When Allah says: 
"Then We inspired you: 'Follow the religion of Ibrahim, the upright in Faith'." 
(Qur'an 16:123) 
And part of the religion of Ibrahim is circumcision.
The Prophet Muhammad (peace be upon him)  said: "The Prophet Ibrahim circumcised himself when he was eighty years old and he circumcised himself with an axe." (Related by Bukhari, Muslim & Ahmad.) 
Ibn Abbas (r.a.) was asked "How old were you when the Prophet Muhammad (peace be upon him) died?" He replied, "At that time I had been circumcised. At that time people did not circumcise the boys till they attained the age of puberty (Baligh)." (Bukhari) 
Most Fuqaha' (Islamic Jurists) say that circumcision is obligatory upon the men and this is the opinion of Jumhur (the majority of the scholars). If it were not obligatory, then Prophet Ibrahim (peace be upon him)  would not have troubled himself at such a later stage of his life.
The Time for Circumcision: 
During the time of the Prophet Muhammad (peace be upon him) circumcision was done for boys at the time of their Aqiqah (It's a traditional celebration for the birth of a child which involves the sacrifice of an animal in thanks to Allah. That's the short answer) as reported in al-Bayhaq. 
Other Ahadith mention it being done later. The details here are not important but it goes without saying that this minor operation is easier on a baby than it is on an older boy. If it is essential, circumcision can be delayed for practical reasons, but it would be sensible to perform circumcision before the boy starts praying regularly due to practical purposes of simplifying Taharah, or being clean. 
Abdullah Ibn Jabir (r.a.) and Aisha (r.a.) said: 
"The Prophet (peace be upon him) performed the Aqiqah of al-Hasan and al-Hussein (the prophets grandsons) and circumcised them on the 7th. Day." (Related in al-Bayhaq & Tabarani) 
Imam Nawawi says: 
"circumcision is recommended to be performed on the seventh day of infancy-the day of  Aqiqah (Al-Majmu 1/303) 
It is not essential for the child to remain as he is when he comes forth from his mother's womb, if there is something that may be done for him that serves a purpose and is enjoined by the pure religion. Such things include shaving his head after he is born, because that is in his best interests. The Prophet of Islam (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) said: "Remove the harm from him."  
The same applies to washing the blood from him and cutting the cord by which he was attached to his mother, and other things which are done to benefit him.  



3. Knowledge
Abu Sa'id al-Khudri reported Allaah's Messenger (sallAllaahu alayhi wa sallam) as saying: When there are three persons, one of them should lead them. The one among them most worthy to act as Imam is one who is best versed in the Qur'an. 
Abu Mas'ud al-Ansari reported Allaah's Messenger (sallAllaahu alayhi wa sallam) as saying: The one who is most versed in Allaah's Book should act as Imam for the people, but If they are equally versed in reciting it, then the one who has most knowledge regarding Sunnah if they are equal regarding the Sunnah, then the earliest one to emigrate; it they emigrated at the same time, then the earliest one to embrace Islam. No man must lead another in prayer where (the latter) has authority, or sit in his place of honour in his house, without his permission. Ashajj in his narration used the word," age" in place of" Islam". 
Abu Mas'ud al-Ansari reported: The Messenger of Allaah (sallAllaahu alayhi wa sallam) said to us: The one who is well grounded in Allaah's Book and is distinguished among them in recitation should act as; Imam for the people. and if they are equally versed in reciting it, then the one who has most knowledge regarding Sunnah; if they are equal regarding the Sunnah, then the earliest one to emigrate; If they emigrated at the same time, then the oldest one in age. No man must lead another in prayer in latter's house or where (the latter) has authority, or sit in his place of honour in his house, except that he gives you permission or with his permission. 
Malik b. Huwairith rejected: We came to the Messenger of Allaah (sallAllaahu alayhi wa sallam) and we were all young men of nearly equal age. We stayed with him (the Prophet) for twenty nights, and as the Messenger of Allaah sallAllaahu alayhi wa sallam) was extremely kind and tender of heart, he. therefore, thought that we were eager (to see) our family (we felt home-sickness). So he asked us about the members of the family that we had left behind and when we informed him, he said: Go back to your family, stay with them, and teach them (beliefs and practices of Islam) and exhort them to good, and when the time for prayer comes, one amongst you should-announce Adzan and then the oldest among you should lead the prayer. 
Malik b Huwairith reported: I came to the Prophet of Allaah (sallAllaahu alayhi wa sallam) along with a companion of mine, and when we intended to return from him, he said: When there is time for prayer, announce prayer, pronounce Iqama, and the oldest amongst you should lead the prayer.
This hadith has been narrated with the same chain of transmitters, but al-Hadra' made this addition:" They both were equal in recitation." 

